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Concert Review: Governors Ball;
Kanye West, Guns N' Roses and more
rock NYC

Despite the weather forecast warning of torrential Tropical Storm
Andrea-related rain all day Friday, the Governors Ball festival (held
on Randall's Island in New York City from Friday to Sunday) went
full steam ahead. Friday's rain was not initially a threat to
enjoyment, until attendees were quickly reminded of a fact that is
often forgotten when heading to an outdoor festival. Which is that
when it rains, mud will follow. And it wasn't just a few patches of
mud here and there. The entire festival grounds had transformed
into one gigantic mud pit.

lost their shoes to the Earth nearly immediately after their arrival to

due to high wind warnings and unsafe stage conditions, the plug

early on into her set, while headliners Kings of Leon and Pretty
Lights had to cancel their 9:30 sets altogether. Not helping matters
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were the constant complaints of ferries operating too infrequently

To make it up to those attendees who were dedicated enough to
come out on Friday, Governors Ball admitted Friday single-day
ticket holders on Saturday so that they could enjoy a proper festival
experience and kicked the ferry service up a notch to help
transportation go more smoothly the rest of the weekend. As a
surprise, Kings of Leon delayed their departure to London to play a

understatement. First time in a long time that I'll see the sunshine
while I'm playing."

Sunday's warm sun made up for Friday's chilly rain.
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Roses and Nas, while Sunday featured Gary Clark, Jr., Yeasayer,

Kanye West.

Though most people would have thought headliners Guns N' Roses

Stage right on schedule as Queens-native Nas rocked the upper

Levin's review of that show here), GN'R played a set full of classics

loud guitars, awesome pyro and plenty of metal screams from the
legendary frontman. After a confetti storm during the climax of
"Paradise City", GN'R sent the crowd off into the night with sore

On the complete opposite end of the musical spectrum, Kanye
West was the main draw for Sunday night's crowd. Fans waited in
the front row all day to see West rock faces up close and personal.

center-crowd at some point during the show.
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see him perform, so when it was clear West was staying put for the

action were left hanging, as West chose to use the screens for
artistic rather than functional purposes, displaying graphics of
runways, pilots and soaring airplanes when they weren't showing a

Kanye favorites like "Jesus Walks", "Good Life", "Flashing Lights",

some new material, including "Black Skinhead", which he opened
and closed with.

The festival had a great showing, great music and great food. A

Though there was the massive downside of having to deal with

managed to party away the weekend. Check out my photos from
the festival here!

Follow me on Twitter at @ConcertExaminer!
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