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Concert review: The Gaslight Anthem
celebrate CD release at Webster Hall

Tuesday night The Gaslight Anthem celebrated the release of their
latest CD "Handwritten" with a special intimate gig at Manhattan's
Webster Hall. The show clearly meant a lot to singer Brian Fallon,
who said he was a bit starstruck getting to play the famous venue.
Having grown up in nearby Northern New Jersey, he said he'd been
to countless great concerts that took place on the very stage he

celebrated their own CD release at the time (my review of that show
here). Not only that, but just before the show, he and his band
(drummer Benny Horowitz, bassist Alex Levine, guitarist Alex
Rosamilia and additional guitarist Ian Perkins) found out that
"Handwritten" had hit #1 on iTunes, adding some extra joy to their
night.
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The Gaslight Anthem has been steadily growing in popularity since

lyrics that speak
to the heartbroken and disenchanted. However rather than drag the
listener further into the gutter emotionally, singer Brian Fallon's
lyrics offer the perspective of someone eternally optimistic that even
though things are a mess right now, there are valuable lessons to
be learned from each disappointment, and better things are ahead.

encouragement is very much welcomed and is the reason why fans

out halls all over the world.

Massachusetts. Given the extremely high temperatures cities have
been confronted with this summer, each show has been a test of
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human strength, seeing many cases of heat exhaustion and
sauna-like conditions barely survived all in the name of having a
good time.

The evening began with Philadelphia's Dave Hause, who is known

his solo work, which has been his main focus over the past year.

songs off his CD "Resolutions" including "C'Mon Kid" and "Time Will

Jane." Taking over mic duties,
Hause rocked out with the front row as he sang "Alright, alright!",

The Gaslight Anthem regularly changes their stage entrance songs,
choosing tunes ranging from Fugazi's "Waiting Room" and The

this night was different in that they quietly took the stage without
any entrance song at all. Normally the band opens with a high
energy party starter such as "
maniacally, the crowd immediately goes crazy and chaos ensues.
But on this night, they opened with the beautifully calm "Mae", while
performing in near darkness with minimal stage lighting. As tiny
white lights twinkled against a black curtain behind them, Webster
Hall was transformed from an average Tuesday night concert into a
makeshift night under the stars.

After the magical opening, the band kicked things into high gear,
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single "45" off of "Handwritten." Though the new CD was just
released that day, the record had been streaming on NPR.org all
week long, giving fans a chance to bond with the new music prior to
the show. From the reaction of the crowd to songs "Keepsake",
"Howl", "Handwritten", "Here Comes My Man", "Mulholland Drive"

favorites like "Casanova, Baby!", "The Navesink Banks",

The band also likes to perform covers from time to time, and so

"The Backseat", fans wiped the sweat off their brows and headed

from their local heroes. To check out photos from the show click
here, with additional shots here.

For more information on The Gaslight Anthem, including upcoming
site. You can follow

them on Twitter at @GaslightAnthem and me at
!
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