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Interview: One-on-One with Chuck
Ragan

Once in awhile you come across an artist that scratches the
musical itch you didn't know you had. For me, Chuck Ragan is that
artist. Armed with an acoustic guitar & harmonica and his massive

the biggest metalheads dancing to their soulful country/folk revival

included Dave Hause, Dan Andriano of Alkaline Trio and Brian
Fallon of The Gaslight Anthem. Last week they joined Social

D earlier

scoring and whether or not he really is the "manliest man in the
world."
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Chuck Ragan at the Sherman Theater

Lorraine Schwartz

Lorraine Schwartz

The Revival Tour in Europe a few

they're welcomed there just as anyone else. I think it's kind of a
common bond that we have with each other and that we also share

But the overall vibe and energy is totally the same. It's that
unconditional love and camaraderie that everybody has for each
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One memory was when we were in Wiesbaden (Germany) we

where they have services. They've been having a lot of indie

before PAs existed. The acoustics were just amazing and it was
extremely ornate.

show, early before the gig started, we were all walking around the

At the end of the night, we did The Gaslight Anthem's "American
Slang" and then we all took off and left the stage. When we got

that came out of all of us friends together in a row, just singing with
nothing but voices—no instruments, no nothing—in this church that
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was hundreds of years old...it just felt like it was the hugest sound

had was awkward. Once everybody realized where we were, we

here)

Social Distortion, who

They've been a band I've listened to for 24 years. I was a young

really cool and just catchy. The melodies were timeless and just

where even though it's new to you, before the singer gets to the
chorus you can almost imagine exactly where they're gonna go?
And when that chorus comes, it almost feels like you've heard that
before and you're immediately drawn to it and you love it? To me
that's what makes a good song. What makes a timeless song, is

I can say as a young kid I loved their melodies and also loved the
fact that they were just raw, dirty, and angry. I related to that

awhile when I was young. I mean, I was a runaway and was just
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kinda a mess. I was really drawn to that music, those lyrics and
what that band was about.

Years later, when I look back on it now and listen to their music,

Distortion song, slow it down and strum it on an acoustic guitar, and

were writing and that I was listening to, even if i didn't know it at a

Distortion's one of those bands who is gonna be just as good if not
better years from now.

everybody so well. And sometimes if you're having a bad day, the
littlest things can set you off; the sound of somebody breathing or

the little things you get to know. It's not like any other life. I mean,
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shake their hand or give them a hug and you say "Alright, I'll see ya

and Jon than I have my own wife.

don't realize is that we do love doing this and we have a massive

livelihood— being on the road, selling t-shirts, selling records, not

security, all of that. But we all get along and we're like brothers. You
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California, Joe lives in Southern California, and Jon lives in Florida.
With the Hot Water Music guys, Chris and George live in
Gainesville while Jason lives in Seattle. Then our crew is scattered

I remember what it was like when I lived in Gainesville and I was
touring 7-10 months out of the year where I was with all the guys in
Hot Water Music the entire time. Then we all go home, and they're

etc. But to me at the age that I'm at, and as much as we travel, it
doesn't matter where anybody lives.

@chuckraganfacts

white shark.

*laughs* Me and my buddies follow that account just cus it's so
funny and ridiculous. We've always joked "What would really be

Chuck Ragan facts." But it was like
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bit of it. I love Afro-Cuban music and I love a lot of Flamenco music.

of hardcore music, but I don't. When I was younger I listened to
Judge, Gorilla Biscuits and stuff like that cus I was a skateboarder
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but nowadays the more relaxed, the better it is.

It's Better In The
Wind

I was honored that he even asked for a song. I sat down and ended

"Send whatever thoughts you have—footage, images that you

going from there. I would send him stuff and he would send me
something back. I would love to do more of that. If I could just wake

time with my wife and then go into a little cave and write music? I'd
do that all day long. I love it.

Covering Ground record and will be
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to remember your local record stores. I know it's tough and money
is hard to come by, but it's those businesses that once that goes

and we're extremely excited about that. So you can check their
website

here (additional
here).

Follow Chuck Ragan on Twitter here, bassist Joe Ginsberg here
and The Revival Tour here. Follow me at @concertexaminer.
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